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MEDIA RELEASE 

5 February 2024 

Gladstone wins rights to host prestigious pests and weeds symposium  
Gladstone Area Water Board has been selected to host the 2025 Pest Animal and Weed 
Symposium (2025 PAWS), bringing industry and pest and weed prevention professionals 
together to share ideas, solutions, and innovations.  
Gladstone Area Water Board CEO Darren Barlow said it was an exciting opportunity for 
Gladstone.  
“This symposium will bring around 250 attendees into our region, bringing a range of tourism 
boosts to the Gladstone area” said Mr Barlow.  
“There will also be the long term benefits for Gladstone, with a sharper focus on pest and 
weed management and improved knowledge with our local specialists.” 
The 2025 symposium will be a highlight for the industry as it is also a milestone year for 
organisers Invasive Species Queensland, with the organisation to celebrate 50 years’ of 
operations in 2025 according to Dr Michael Widderick, Invasive Species Queensland 
President. 
“GAWB was selected as the host for the 2025 PAWS because of their experience as land 
managers, their commitment to making the symposium a success, and the location, with 
Gladstone boasting all the conference requirements we need,” said Dr Widderick.  
“We are delighted GAWB will be our 2025 PAWS host.” 
Gladstone Area Water Board, as a Queensland Government Bulk Water Supply Authority, delivers 
safe and reliable water services which promote economic development and enhances the lifestyle of 
regional Queensland. Gladstone Area Water Board owns and operates Awoonga Dam on the Boyne 
River, along with a network of delivery pipelines, water treatment plants and other bulk water 
distribution infrastructure.  

To ensure long-term water security for customers, the 117-kilometre Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline 
project is under development. When delivered, the pipeline will form part of the Gladstone Area Water 
Board network and provide enhanced water security and reliability for the region. For more 
information about Gladstone Area Water Board and the Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline project, please 
visit www.gawb.qld.gov.au   

ENDS 

For media enquiries, contact Peta Leveritt-Baker on 0474 137 295 or email 
media@gawb.qld.gov.au.  
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