
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 

22 March 2024 

Aquaculture Gladstone hits restocking milestone for the first time 
Aquaculture Gladstone fish hatchery has released another 85,000 Barramundi 
fingerlings into Lake Awoonga, hitting their annual restocking target for the first time 
ever.  
1.1475 million Barramundi fingerlings were released during the current restocking 
period (July 2023 to June 2024), thanks to the world class production capabilities of 
the Aquaculture Gladstone fish hatchery, owned and operated by Gladstone Area 
Water Board (GAWB). 
GAWB Chief Executive Officer Darren Barlow said it was another special 
achievement in a year of exciting milestones for Aquaculture Gladstone.  
"These fingerlings are part of one of the largest fish stocking programs in 
Queensland, allowing us to reach our annual Barramundi restocking target for the 
first time in history,” Mr Barlow said.  
“Aquaculture Gladstone is now operating at peak capacity, producing on average 5 
times more fingerlings than our old Lord Street facility. 
“The restocking program demonstrates our commitment to the sustainability of the 
lake and attracting anglers to catch the big Barramundi Lake Awoonga is renowned 
for.  
“This milestone is also testament to the skill and talent of our hatchery team who 
have worked hard to streamline operations and kickstart our restocking program 
after a hiatus during construction.” 
The team will now begin preparations for the first Mangrove Jack spawn at 
Aquaculture Gladstone.  
In addition to its successful fish breeding program, Aquaculture Gladstone has 
recently opened an interpretive display at the hatchery.   
The new interpretive display creates an accessible experience for visitors to learn 
about the different fish species being bred at the Aquaculture Gladstone fish 
hatchery, the aquaculture industry more broadly, biosecurity and biological pest 
species.   
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There is also a live fish exhibit where visitors can watch the incredibly rare Golden 
Barramundi and White Barramundi. 
For more information about Aquaculture Gladstone, including how to visit the 
interpretive display or book a group tour, please visit www.gawb.qld.gov.au   
 
Gladstone Area Water Board, as a Queensland Government Bulk Water Supply Authority, delivers 
safe and reliable water services which promote economic development and enhances the lifestyle of 
regional Queensland. Gladstone Area Water Board owns and operates Awoonga Dam on the Boyne 
River, along with a network of delivery pipelines, water treatment plants and other bulk water 
distribution infrastructure.  

To ensure long-term water security for customers, the 117-kilometre Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline 
project is under development. When delivered, the pipeline will form part of the Gladstone Area Water 
Board network and provide enhanced water security and reliability for the region. For more 
information about Gladstone Area Water Board and the Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline project, please 
visit www.gawb.qld.gov.au   

ENDS 

For media enquiries, contact Peta Leveritt-Baker on 0474 137 295or email 
media@gawb.qld.gov.au.  
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