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Fitzroy to Gladstone 
Pipeline 

Construction Update

Completed activities  
January to March 2024

	 Early works at Laurel Bank Intake 
structure, Alton Downs Water 
Treatment Plant and Aldoga 
Reservoirs, including bulk earthworks, 
office establishment and construction 
of a permanent access road at the 
Aldoga Reservoirs site.

	 Trenchless crossing at the Capricorn 
Highway and commencement of 
trenchless crossing at the Bruce 
Highway.

      Major roadworks on Laurel Bank and 
Ski Gardens Road, including driveway 
reinstatements

To commence in  
the next quarter:

	 Construction at Laurel Bank Intake 
structure, Alton Downs Water 
Treatment Plant and Aldoga Reservoirs.

	 Completion of trenchless crossing at the 
Bruce Highway.

	 Continued pipeline construction.

	 Continued local procurement and 
engagement of subcontractors.

Check out our video capturing the biggest and best moments from the past 12-months.

Celebrating one year since project approval
In February 2024, the Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline (FGP) team 
celebrated the one-year milestone of the FGP being approved for 
construction. It has been an incredibly busy and rewarding year with 
both the Gladstone Area Water Board (GAWB) FGP team and the 
McConnell Dowell BMD Joint Venture (MBJV) team having made 
solid progress. 

The milestone was an excellent opportunity for the team to reflect 
on some of the biggest achievements to date, including:

•	 Arrival of first pipes to site in Gracemere in June 2023.

•	 Laying of first pipes through the Wetland Protection Areas in 
September 2023.

•	 Sod-turning ceremony in Aldoga with then-Premier Annastacia 
Palaszczuk and Minister for Manufacturing, Regional 
Development and Water, Glenn Butcher.

•	 37% of the total 117 kilometres of required pipe laid.

•	 Commencement of early works at Laurel Bank Intake structure,  
Alton Downs Water Treatment Plant and Aldoga Reservoirs.

•	 Completion of major roadworks on Laurel Bank and Ski Gardens 
Road.

•	 Completion of trenchless crossing at the Capricorn Highway.

Images: Pipe laying in the northern pipeline corridor (Left),  
Sod-turning ceremony (Right)
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Pipe laying progress
As of the end of March, a total of 44 kilometres of pipe 
has been laid, making up more than 37% of the 117km of 
pipe required for the FGP. This includes two of the seven 
Wetland Protection Areas (WPAs) within the pipeline 
corridor. The remaining five WPAs will be completed 
during the May to September dry season.

Pipe laying through the northern boundary of the 
Stanwell to Gladstone Infrastructure Corridor State 
Development Area commenced in early November 2023. 
The team has been engaged in preparative works for pipe 
laying in the southern pipeline corridor since mid-2023, 
undertaking geotechnical investigations and cultural 
heritage clearances. Pipe laying works commenced south 
of Gracemere in January 2024.                 

It’s a small world - From Leeds to the FGP
GAWB’s FGP Project Manager – Integration Works, David 
Garrod, and MBJV Project Site Administrator, Wanda 
Atkinson, couldn’t believe the chances when they recently 
discovered they were childhood neighbours in Leeds, 
England. 

David and his family moved to Leeds in 1989 and then 
relocated to Coal Hill Green. David’s family were in 
number 31 and Terry and Julie, and their two kids Tony 
and Wanda, were at number 29. David grew up playing 
football (soccer) with Wanda’s brother, Tony. David and 
Wanda also went to the same high school in Leeds - Intake 
High School. 

Of course, we had to make sure David and Wanda got a 
photo together to celebrate the coincidence - what a small 
world we live in!

Images: Compaction of the pipeline trench (Left),  
Flooding sand in the pipeline trench (Right)

Image: Denisha Rebel, FGP ApprenticeImage: David and Wanda

Denisha Rebel - MBJV Trainee
Meet Denisha, one of our incredible trainees working 
on the FGP. Denisha, who is 21 years old, is currently 
completing her Certificate II in Civil Construction – 
Labouring. Denisha’s role on the FGP is in the pipe 
laydown yard in Gracemere where she is responsible for 
receiving materials and supply deliveries, loading and 
unloading. She has also had experience working on the 
Right of Way and with pipe coating. Denisha will continue 
to be offered other opportunities across various roles 
on the FGP and is enrolled to complete her first ticket to 
operate a roller.   

Denisha wanted to give civil construction a go so that she 
could experience a broad range of construction activities 
and see what she enjoys the most. She is eager to learn 
as much as possible during her apprenticeship so that she 
can one day become a supervisor. Denisha has also spent 
the last three years coaching the Ghungalu Bees netball 
team, a local team for Indigenous girls, which endeavour 
to inspire participation in sport and provide opportunities 
for success. We are very proud to have such a motivated 
young woman as part of our FGP team and we can’t wait 
to see her excel in her career in construction!
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Images: Mechanical drive chain trencher T1660 Images: Rockhampton State High School students onsite and at 
the Gracemere camp

Mechanical drive chain trencher  
ready for action
The Trencor T1660 Magnum Mechanical Drive Chain 
Trencher has been assembled ready for trenching and 
pipe laying works at the southern end of the pipeline 
corridor. The TI660, weighing approximately 140 tonnes, 
arrived at the Port of Gladstone in November 2023.  
 
It is the largest trencher in Australia and was specifically 
sourced for the FGP due to its ability to excavate pipeline 
trenches in hard rock up to 1.8 metres wide and 5 metres 
deep.

International Women’s Day with 
Rockhampton State High School
On International Women’s Day last month, our team 
welcomed female students from Rockhampton 
State High School to our Gracemere site to showcase 
opportunities for women in construction. The event, 
coordinated by Construction Skills Queensland (CSQ), 
highlighted women currently working on the FGP 
construction team and featured a presentation to 
students about career opportunities in the construction 
industry.

Following some construction-themed activities, an 
overview of the FGP and morning tea at the Gracemere 
workers accommodation camp, the team whisked the 
students out to the Alton Downs Water Treatment Plant 
site for an opportunity to witness real-time operations on 
a major infrastructure project. The students got to chat 
to the team about works currently underway at the WTP 
and check out how some of the machinery operates. 

Rockhampton State High School, and our guest speakers 
from MBJV for their role in making the morning possible. 
The event was a fantastic opportunity to give a valuable 
insight into the breadth of disciplines and opportunities 
within the industry to support the growth of future 
female participation in construction.

Local spend and content  

The FGP team are committed 
to creating a lasting legacy in 
the Central Queensland region. 
To help achieve this, GAWB 
and MBJV have committed to 
local spend targets to support 
businesses in the region. A total 
spend of $90 million has been 
targeted for the Gladstone and 
Rockhampton region. 

As of the end of March 2024, $71.6 million has been 
spent within the Gladstone and Rockhampton region, 
and a further $97.3 million spent within Queensland.

     $71.6M

$97.3M
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Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline enquiries

For any project related enquiries  
please contact our team: 

	 fgpenquiries@gawb.qld.gov.au

	 1800 668 118

For any contracting related enquiries please email: 

	 fgpprocurement@mbjv.com.au

For any construction related enquiries please email:  

	 fgpcommunity@mbjv.com.au Scan me for more 
information

The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline (FGP) is a $983 million project 
which addresses Gladstone's the single source water supply risk from 
Awoonga Dam and enables long-term water security for GAWB’s customers. 

About the pipeline
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The 117 kilometre pipeline will run from the Lower Fitzroy River in 
Rockhampton and connect to Gladstone Area Water Board’s existing 
water network at Yarwun. The pipeline comprises a water treatment plant, 
reservoirs and pumping stations at locations along its alignment including 
Laurel Bank, Alton Downs and Aldoga. 

The FGP will have the capacity to transport 30 gigalitres per annum from 
the Fitzroy River to Gladstone. The pipeline is designed to be efficiently 
retrofitted with additional infrastructure to enable bi-directional flow in 
the future.  

McConnell Dowell BMD Group Joint Venture (MBJV) has been  
contracted to construct the FGP, and once constructed, the FGP and 
associated infrastructure will continue to be owned and managed by  
the Gladstone Area Water Board.

The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline is a Queensland Government funded 
project, delivered by the Gladstone Area Water Board.  

About GAWB 
Gladstone Area Water Board 
(GAWB) was established in 
1973 as a Project Board under 
the State and Regional Planning 
and Development, Public Works 
Organisation and Environmental 
Control Act 1971-73 (Qld). 
On 1 October 2000, GAWB 
commenced operations as a 
Category 1 Water Authority 
under the Water Act 2000 (Qld) 
(Water Act) and on 1 July 2008, 
GAWB became a registered 
service provider under the 
Water Supply (Safety and 
Reliability) Act 2008 (Qld).

GAWB owns and operates 
Awoonga Dam on the Boyne 
River, along with a network 
of delivery pipelines, water 
treatment plants and other 
bulk water infrastructure 
required to service our 
customer base. We play an 
important role in the  region 
and contribute to the economic 
growth and prosperity of the 
State by providing one of the 
essential inputs, water, to a 
number of large multi-billion-
dollar industries that are 
located in Gladstone.


