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Fitzroy to Gladstone 
Pipeline 

Construction Update

April - June 2024  
completed activities 

	 50 percent of pipe installed for the FGP.

	 Numerous concrete pours at the Alton Downs 
Water Treatment Plant (WTP),  including one 
of the largest for the pump station building 
(500 cubic meters). 

	 Roadworks on Ridgelands Road to build the 
WTP access road.

	 72,000 cubic meters of material removed and 
construction of the permanent access road at 
the Aldoga Reservoirs site.

	 Trenchless crossings at Gavial Creek Crossing 
and Bajool Port Alma Road.

	 Roadworks on Laurel Bank and Ski Gardens 
Roads, including driveway reinstatements

Major 50 percent milestone achieved - 
Celebrating the halfway mark
 
The $983 million Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline (FGP) is on track 
for delivery with 50 percent of the 117km pipeline now installed, 
thanks to the commitment from GAWB and the principal contractor 
McConnell Dowell and BMD Joint Venture (MBJV).

Premier Steven Miles and Minister for Water Glenn Butcher 
celebrated the milestone on June 25 at the Aldoga Reservoir site.

The first pipes arrived on site in June 2023, and installation in the 
ground began in September 2023. As of today, 63kms of pipeline has 
been installed, signalling water security for the region will soon be a 
reality.

GAWB CEO Darren Barlow said this result was thanks to the 
dedication of the teams working to ensure the project was delivered 
on time and safely.

“I would like to say a 
huge congratulations 
to our delivery team 
for their tremendous 
efforts in commencing 
construction on time 
and keeping the project 
running smoothly and 
most importantly, 
safely. It is a testament 
to the teams’ shared 
vision, diligence, and 
collaboration,” he said.

“I look forward to the 
delivery of the Fitzroy 
to Gladstone Pipeline 
and the resulting legacy 
of water security and 
economic prosperity 
that will endure 
within Gladstone and 
Central Queensland for 
generations to come.”

Images: Qld Premier, Steven Miles and Minister for Regional Development, 
Manufacturing and Water and Member for Gladstone, Glenn Butcher were  
on-site with GAWB's Chief Operating Officer - FGP Hugh Barbour, to celebrate the 
50 percent milestone and see the progress of major construction for themselves.

To continue/commence in the 
next quarter:

	 Construction will continue at the Laurel Bank 
intake structure, Alton Downs Water Treatment 
Plant, and Aldoga Reservoirs.

	 The piling works for the Laurel Bank intake 
structure are well underway, and the earthworks 
for the control building have started.

	 Construction of Laurel Bank Road and 
Ridgelands Roads intersection is due to 
commence in July 2024.

	 Trenchless crossings under several main roads 
are planned.

	 Trenched crossings will take place at Halls Road 
and Lindherr Road. 

	 Pipeline construction efforts will continue, 
along with ongoing localprocurement and 
engagement of subcontractors.
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View from the top! 
A bird’s eye view of  
Aldoga Reservoirs construction 

Sustainability spotlight - 
Infrastructure Sustainability
The FGP is committed to sustainability. Both GAWB and 
MBJV are members of the Infrastructure Sustainability 
Council (ISC), the peak industry body for advancing 
sustainability outcomes in infrastructure.

The State Infrastructure Plan mandates that all Queensland 
Government infrastructure projects valued over $100 
million must undertake a sustainability assessment - a 
critical tool for assessing and promoting sustainable 
practices across Australian infrastructure projects.

The Infrastructure Sustainability Rating is a 
comprehensive rating system for evaluating economic, 
social and environmental performance of infrastructure 
across the planning, design, construction and operational 
phases of infrastructure assets. The FGP seeks to achieve 
an ‘excellent’ Infrastructure Sustainability rating.

Pipe laid in Alton Downs in the northern pipeline corridor. 

Images: MBJV crews undertaking the mega pour at the WTP on 
Ridgelands Road. Images: Ailsa and  Kevin’s frog-tastic mailbox in Alton Downs.

Mega concrete pour success
The Alton Downs Water Treatment Plant (WTP) on 
Ridgelands Road is taking shape after approximately 
500 cubic meters was successfully poured by MBJV in 
May. This is one of the largest concrete pours required 
on the construction project and required months of 
planning and expert coordination (not to mention a 3am 
start for crews to beat the Central Queensland heat). It's 
all part of the $983 million FGP, which when complete 
will provide long-term water security to Gladstone.
opportunity to showcase the wonderful progress our 
team has made in recent months.

Meet hoppy Rocky residents: 
Ailsa and Kevin
Local residents Ailsa and Kevin live a stone’s throw 
from the Alton Downs Water Treatment Plant (WTP)
construction site, which is taking shape as part of the FGP.

The couple are proud of their frog-tastic mailbox also 
known as Frog Hollow. Their mailbox has been a talking 
point for visitors including Jane, who works at the 
MBJV and checks in regularly with the couple about 
construction progress.

Once complete, the WTP will be a critical piece of 
infrastructure processing up to 100ML of water a day. 
The WTP will treat, store 
and pump water from 
the Fitzroy River along 
the pipeline to two new 
50ML reservoirs being 
constructed in Aldoga – 
approximately 20km  
from Gladstone.

Local spend and content 
 
The FGP team are committed 
to creating a lasting legacy in 
the Central Queensland region. 
To help achieve this, GAWB 
and MBJV have committed 
to a local spend target of $90 
million in the Gladstone and 
Rockhampton region.

As of the end of June 2024, the 
target was exceeded with $102.4 million spent within 
the Gladstone and Rockhampton region, and a further 
$140 million spent within Queensland.
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Images: MBJV crews undertaking the mega pour at the WTP on 
Ridgelands Road.

Image: MBJV stall at the Mount Morgan Jobs Expo.

Image: MBJV stall at the CQ University Expo.

Second life for safety glasses
Safety glasses from the FGP will be saved from landfill 
thanks to MBJV who are taking part in a recycling 
initiative to give this personal protective equipment 
(PPE) a second life. PPE, such as safety glasses, are an 
unavoidable waste for many construction projects - 
especially ones on the scale of the FGP.  

MBJV will collect the expired and used safety glasses 
from worksites before sending them to Australian brand 
StyleSafe’s recycling program to be properly recycled. 
MBJV started the recycling initiative for the FGP with a 
goal to recycle up to 100 pairs of safety glasses in the 
next few months.

According to Australian regulations, safety glasses have 
a shelf life of two years but depending on the workplace 
environment and intensity and frequency of use, the date 
of expiry could be as little as three months. Most safety 
glasses are made out of a polycarbonate material, which 
cannot be disposed of in the yellow top recycling bins in 
Australia. This means they 
tend to end up in landfill.

Polycarbonate is an 
extremely durable plastic, 
and it takes a long time 
to break down in landfill 
but is a high-quality 
material when recycled 
or repurposed. This 
means, once recycled it 
can be used in a range of 
construction materials 
including roofing 
materials, construction of 
bus shelters, hard hats and 
even new eyewear.

Image: Approximately 100 pairs 
of safety glasses from the $983 
million FGP project will be given 
a second life

Preserving cultural heritage - 
Grass tree relocation initiative
Australian native grass trees and macrozamias are 
expected to thrive for generations after they were 
successfully relocated from the pipeline area.

In collaboration with the First Nations Balai, Gurang, 
Gooreng Gooreng, Taribelang Bunda and Port Curtis Coral 
Coast Trust, who identified these plants as being culturally 
significant, approximately 200 plants have been relocated 
and replanted as part of the cultural heritage initiative.

The botanical name for grass trees is Xanthorrhoea. 
These trees hold cultural significance for First Nations 

people, historically 
providing food, drink, fibre, 
and materials for crafting 
implements and weapons.  
FGP is committed to 
preserving cultural values 
of the land on which we 
work on.

Connecting with community
Our community information sessions have given us an 
important opportunity to connect with locals about the 
FGP.  

This quarter, we’ve hosted three sessions at Gracemere 
Shopping World, Alton Downs Community Hall and the 
Yarwun Community Garage Sale.

The FGP team has engaged with close to one hundred 
locals at our pop-up stalls. Meeting face-to-face has been 
a great way to share important construction updates to 
the broader community – we know a lot of people value 
meeting our FGP team in person.

The MBJV has also been active in the community, 
including:

•	 25 April 2024 - ANZAC Day at Gracemere RSL.

•	 16th May 2024 - Central Queensland University 
Career Expo at Rockhampton.

•	 12 June 2024 - Advance Rockhampton Jobs Expo at 
Mount Morgan.

Image: Relocation of culturally significant grass trees.
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Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline enquiries

For any project related enquiries  
please contact our team: 

	 fgpenquiries@gawb.qld.gov.au

	 1800 668 118

For any contracting related enquiries please email: 

	 fgpprocurement@mbjv.com.au

For any construction related enquiries please email:  

	 fgpcommunity@mbjv.com.au Scan me for more 
information

The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline (FGP) is a $983 million project 
which addresses Gladstone's the single source water supply risk from 
Awoonga Dam and enables long-term water security for GAWB’s customers. 

About the pipeline
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The 117 kilometre pipeline will run from the Lower Fitzroy River in 
Rockhampton and connect to Gladstone Area Water Board’s existing 
water network at Yarwun. The pipeline comprises a water treatment plant, 
reservoirs and pumping stations at locations along its alignment including 
Laurel Bank, Alton Downs and Aldoga. 

The FGP will have the capacity to transport 30 gigalitres per annum from 
the Fitzroy River to Gladstone. The pipeline is designed to be efficiently 
retrofitted with additional infrastructure to enable bi-directional flow in 
the future.  

McConnell Dowell BMD Group Joint Venture (MBJV) has been  
contracted to construct the FGP, and once constructed, the FGP and 
associated infrastructure will continue to be owned and managed by  
the Gladstone Area Water Board.

The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline is a Queensland Government funded 
project, delivered by the Gladstone Area Water Board.  

About GAWB 
Gladstone Area Water Board 
(GAWB) was established in 
1973 as a Project Board under 
the State and Regional Planning 
and Development, Public Works 
Organisation and Environmental 
Control Act 1971-73 (Qld). 
On 1 October 2000, GAWB 
commenced operations as a 
Category 1 Water Authority 
under the Water Act 2000 (Qld) 
(Water Act) and on 1 July 2008, 
GAWB became a registered 
service provider under the 
Water Supply (Safety and 
Reliability) Act 2008 (Qld).

GAWB owns and operates 
Awoonga Dam on the Boyne 
River, along with a network 
of delivery pipelines, water 
treatment plants and other 
bulk water infrastructure 
required to service our 
customer base. We play an 
important role in the  region 
and contribute to the economic 
growth and prosperity of the 
State by providing one of the 
essential inputs, water, to a 
number of large multi-billion-
dollar industries that are 
located in Gladstone.


