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Fitzroy to Gladstone 
Pipeline 

Construction Update
Indigenous Land Use Agreement now in place
 
A milestone has been reached with the registration of an Indigenous 
Land Use Agreement (ILUA) between Gladstone Area Water Board and 
the Darumbal People in Central Queensland, for the state’s $983 million 
pipeline project.

The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline (FGP) ILUA was registered with the Native 
Title Tribunal on 16 May 2024 - marking a significant step in the project and 
for the Traditional Owners of the land. 

Darumbal People are the Traditional Custodians of the Rockhampton and 
Capricorn Coast Area. Their Traditional Boundaries are Styx River to the 
North, Raglan Creek to the South, Westwood and bottom of Mt Morgan 
Range to the West.

The Darumbal Peoples Aboriginal Corporation (DPAC) is a Registered Native 
Title Body Corporate (RNTBC) with the Native Title Tribunal and advocate 
for traditional land management and are the traditional custodians of 
Darumbal country. 

The FGP project area from the Lower Fitzroy River to Raglan Creek is within 
the outer boundaries of the DPAC Native Title Determination Area.  DPAC 
have a Native Title determination over the bed and banks of the Lower 
Fitzroy River, and the beds and banks of creeks along the FGP route. 

The ILUA has been two years in the making.

Gladstone Area Water Board Chief Executive Officer Darren Barlow said the 
first meeting in April in 2022 was the beginning of many to achieve the ILUA.

“Following the first meeting representatives from GAWB attended 
a Cultural Immersion Day that same year in June which was a great 
opportunity to better understand the Darumbal people and country,” Mr 
Barlow said.

“This milestone signifies the strong relationship between GAWB and the 
Darumbal people and highlights the great deal of respect we have for each,” 
he said. 

The 117km pipeline will run 
from the Fitzroy River near 
Rockhampton and connect to 
Gladstone Area Water Board’s 
existing water network at 
Yarwun.

Signing of the Indigenous Land Use 
Agreement (ILUA). L-R George James 
DPAC, Hugh Barbour, Malcolm Mann 
DPAC, Adrienne Ward, Trevor Hatfield 
DPAC

Ongoing structural and civil works 
at the Laurel Bank intake and Alton 
Downs Water Treatment Plant

Construction of the second water 
reservoir at Aldoga

Construction of Laurel Bank Road and 
Ridgelands Road intersection upgrade 

Trenchless crossings will continue, 
with seven trenchless crossings to be 
completed

Pipeline installation continues.

Close to 90 percent of pipeline installed

1500 cubic meters of concrete for the 
base slab of the first of two reservoirs 
at Aldoga

Numerous road and creek trenchless 
crossings 

Trenched crossings completed at Halls 
Road and Lindherr Road

Permanent access road to the water 
treatment plant off Ridgelands Road 
completed

Standing of first steel structures at 
maintenance and dosing buildings at 
Alton Downs Water Treatment Plant.

To continue/commence in 
the next quarter:

July - September 2024  
completed activities
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Building a legacy for future 
generations   

Spotlight on safety

Connecting with our communities

Local spend

GAWB and construction partner MBJV, have prioritised 
First Nations Australians and local workforce to construct 
the Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline (FGP). 

A goal was set to achieve 10,000 hours of workforce 
participation by First Nations Australians as part of the 
construction of the FGP. This target has been exceeded 
with First Nations Australians achieving more than 41,000 
hours by the end of September 2024.  

GAWB and MBJV continue to undertake engagement 
with the Darumbal People Aboriginal Corporation and 
the First Nations Bailai, Gurang, Gooreng Gooreng & 
Taribelang Bunda (FNBGGGTB) Peoples.

Safety is at the forefront of the FGP and its operations. It 
underpins every aspect of the project to ensure our team 
members go home safely. We are committed to providing 
our team members with a safe working environment 
and an understanding of what to do when faced with an 
emergency.

Fire safety
Bushfire season in Central Queensland typically starts 
in July and runs through to December according to the 
Department of Environment, Science and Innovation. In 
response to dry and windy weather, GAWB’s principal 
contractor MBJV is ramping up its mandatory fire 
drills and teaming up with local emergency services to 
undertake vital training on the ground.

According to the Department of Environment, Science 
and Innovation, bushfires remain a significant challenge 
in Queensland's ecosystem, with factors such as climate 
change and natural phenomena like El Niño intensifying 
the risk.

On the road
In honour of Queensland Road Safety Week from 26 – 30 
August the FGP is encouraging safe driving – especially on 
regional roads.

Driving is a high-risk activity that most of us do in our 
daily lives without much thought. GAWB and MBJV 
recognise that safe driving habits are critical to our 
workers’ and other motorists’ safety.

To monitor safe driving habits on the FGP, all site vehicles 
have an In-Vehicle Monitoring System (IVMS) installed. 
IVMS is not a new technology, it monitors speed, 
acceleration and breaking habits and fatigue. Reports 
are generated to help GAWB and MBJV monitor driving 
trends across the project.

GAWB CEO Darren Barlow said our team utilises rural 
and regional roads, including the Bruce Highway which is 
always crawling with trucks.

“The use of IVMS helps keep safe driving habits front 
of mind for crews while driving in these high-risk 
environments.”

“Team members have commented that IVMS re-enforces 
safe driving habits outside of the project site, when they 
are driving their own private vehicles, which is an added 
bonus,” Mr Barlow said.

GAWB vehicles also have stickers to let other road users 
know the vehicles are speed-monitored to encourage all 
drivers to keep a safe distance between cars and lower 
the risk of tailgating.

Lifesaving skills
When an emergency strikes, the FGP team know what 
to do. That’s because the dedicated crews working on 

GAWB is committed to engaging with and celebrating the 
communities in which we operate. This year, GAWB came 
together with First Nations peoples to celebrate NAIDOC 
Week and showcase career pathways at Dorrie Day.

The FGP team are 
dedicated to creating 
a legacy in the Central 
Queensland region. 
To achieve this legacy, 
GAWB and MBJV have 
committed to a local 
spend target of $90 
million.

As of the end of 
September 2024, the 
target was exceeded with $114 million spent within the 
Gladstone and Rockhampton regions, and a further $149 
million spent within Queensland.

GAWB is proud to support First Nation workforce participation. 

       $114M

$149M

the pipeline have been armed with valuable, lifesaving 
skills including how to correctly use a defibrillator and a 
stretcher.

These skills were put to the test during a recent 
emergency drill at the intake facility at Laurel Bank.

In just 13 minutes, crews acted out a simulated “real-
life” scenario putting their stretcher skills into action 
with the task of removing a fellow crew member from a 
construction area and placing them on a stretcher to be 
taken to an ambulance pick-up site. The stretcher task 
involved the responding crews helping and organising 
to lift and carry the injured person onto a stretcher’s 
backboard with the log-roll technique – an important skill 
they learnt through their awareness training. The real-
life drills give crews an important insight into what an 
emergency could look like and how to act in a calm and 
orderly manner.

There’s more safety training in store, with Queensland 
Fire and Emergency Services invited to future drills to 
help make the scenarios as realistic as possible and give 
workers the best training possible. As part of MBJV’s 
safety training and emergency drills information, one 
drill will be held every month to ensure safety remains 
the highest priority on-site. The increased drill frequency 
goes above and beyond what is required by safety 
regulators.

Darumbal NAIDOC 
Community and culture came together in a show of unity 
for NAIDOC week in Rockhampton on 9 June 2024.

This year’s theme was Keep the Fire Burning! Blak, Loud 
& Proud. This theme honoured the enduring strength and 
vitality of First Nations culture with fire being a symbol 
of connection to Country, to each other, and to the rich 
tapestry of traditions that define Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.

The event was bursting with colour, storytelling and 
traditional dance. Attracting thousands of locals, the 
event began in traditional style with a smoking ceremony 
followed by cultural dance to celebrate Australia’s oldest 
living culture – the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.

The event offered an important opportunity for the 
Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline team to connect with 
First Nations people, elders and the wider community, 
listening to their stories and offering insights and 
information regarding the future of water security.

Dorrie Day 
The Central Queensland region is packed with First 
Nations talent and the FGP team were excited to meet 
dozens of eager jobseekers and students at the annual 
Dorrie Day in Gladstone who are aiming for a future in 
construction.

First taking place in 2020, Dorrie Day is a great 
opportunity to showcase the amazing careers on offer 
at GAWB and the FGP as well as career pathways into 
construction and engineering in Central Queensland.

The First Nations careers day event at Gladstone’s Phillip 
Street Communities and Families Precinct is hosted 
by representatives from the FNBGGGTB and offers an 
opportunity for jobseekers, students and employers to 
connect - unlocking new possibilities and career paths for 
First Nations Australians.

GAWB and the FGP principal contractor MBJV are proud 
supporters of the event.Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline team members undertake lifesaving 

skills training.

Locals gather 
to watch 
Darumbal 
NAIDOC week 
celebrations. First Nations cultural dancing at Dorrie Day celebrations.



www.gawb.qld.gov.au/projects/fitzroy-to-gladstone-pipeline-project

Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline enquiries

For any project related enquiries  
please contact our team: 

	 fgpenquiries@gawb.qld.gov.au

	 1800 668 118

For any contracting related enquiries please email: 

	 fgpprocurement@mbjv.com.au

For any construction related enquiries please email:  

	 fgpcommunity@mbjv.com.au Scan me for more 
information

The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline (FGP) is a $983 million project 
which addresses Gladstone's the single source water supply risk from 
Awoonga Dam and enables long-term water security for GAWB’s customers. 

About the pipeline
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The 117 kilometre pipeline will run from the Lower Fitzroy River in 
Rockhampton and connect to Gladstone Area Water Board’s existing 
water network at Yarwun. The pipeline comprises a water treatment plant, 
reservoirs and pumping stations at locations along its alignment including 
Laurel Bank, Alton Downs and Aldoga. 

The FGP will have the capacity to transport 30 gigalitres per annum from 
the Fitzroy River to Gladstone. The pipeline is designed to be efficiently 
retrofitted with additional infrastructure to enable bi-directional flow in 
the future.  

McConnell Dowell BMD Group Joint Venture (MBJV) has been  
contracted to construct the FGP, and once constructed, the FGP and 
associated infrastructure will continue to be owned and managed by  
the Gladstone Area Water Board.

The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline is a Queensland Government funded 
project, delivered by the Gladstone Area Water Board.  

About GAWB 
Gladstone Area Water Board 
(GAWB) was established in 
1973 as a Project Board under 
the State and Regional Planning 
and Development, Public Works 
Organisation and Environmental 
Control Act 1971-73 (Qld). 
On 1 October 2000, GAWB 
commenced operations as a 
Category 1 Water Authority 
under the Water Act 2000 (Qld) 
(Water Act) and on 1 July 2008, 
GAWB became a registered 
service provider under the 
Water Supply (Safety and 
Reliability) Act 2008 (Qld).

GAWB owns and operates 
Awoonga Dam on the Boyne 
River, along with a network 
of delivery pipelines, water 
treatment plants and other 
bulk water infrastructure 
required to service our 
customer base. We play an 
important role in the  region 
and contribute to the economic 
growth and prosperity of the 
State by providing one of the 
essential inputs, water, to a 
number of large multi-billion-
dollar industries that are 
located in Gladstone.


