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Monitoring rainfall over Awoonga Dam, millimetre by millimetre

Gladstone Area Water Board (GAWB) has improved its ability to measure and monitor
rainfall over the Awoonga Dam catchment area, with new technology to help be even more
precise in measuring rainfall and dam inflows.

GAWB CEO Darren Barlow asserts that the technological enhancements will assist us to
better understand rainfall, and support drought and flood modelling.

“We’ve all been gleefully checking our backyard rain gauges lately, thanks to last week’s
much-welcome heavy rainfall across the Gladstone region,” said Mr Barlow.

“Our network of rain monitoring gauges measures rainfall across the Awoonga Dam
catchment area but every ten years, we explore whether there is new technology which can
help us enhance our measuring and monitoring capabilities rainfall and of dam inflows.

“At eight sites across the Awoonga Dam catchment area, we have upgraded our existing
gauges with new instruments to measure dam inflows and water levels.

“We’re always looking for ways to improve our data collection methods at GAWB, so that we
can continue to effectively manage the region’s water supply,” Mr Barlow said.

Awoonga Dam is now sitting at 46% capacity, and the recent rain has not delivered a
significant lift to storage levels at the dam.

For Awoonga Dam, water needs to fall on the catchment area — the Boyne Valley Basin, so
while rain may fall in Gladstone, if it's not falling over the catchment it won’t lead to more
water in the dam.

“Water is a precious resource, and we need more rain to fall to fill our dam. In the meantime,
the improvements to our gauges will deliver more robust, reliable and consistent data
collection, which informs how we can better monitor the environmental health of the Lake
Awoonga ecosystem,” Mr Barlow said.

At any time, you can find out more about the level of water in Awoonga Dam at the top of the
home page of Gladstone Area Water Board’s website at www.gawb.qld.gov.au.

Gladstone Area Water Board, as a Queensland Government Bulk Water Supply Authority, delivers
safe and reliable water services which promote economic development and enhances the lifestyle of
regional Queensland. Gladstone Area Water Board owns and operates Awoonga Dam on the Boyne
River, along with a network of delivery pipelines, water treatment plants and other bulk water
distribution infrastructure.

To ensure long-term water security for customers, the 117-kilometre Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline
project is under development. When delivered, the pipeline will form part of the Gladstone Area Water
Board network and provide enhanced water security and reliability for the region. For more
information about Gladstone Area Water Board and the Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline project, please
visit www.gawb.qld.gov.au
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For further media enquiries, contact Peta Leveritt-Baker on 0474 137 295 or email
media@gawb.qld.gov.au.

Note to editor — background to the Boyne Valley Basin below

The Boyne River Basin is in Queensland’s central coast region and covers approximately
2590 square kilometres.

The catchment is bound by Many Peaks Range to the east, Dawes Range to the south,
Calliope Range to the south-west and Boyne Range to the west. The terrain is relatively
steep with heights ranging from 600 to 850 metres above sea level.

The Boyne River Basin plan area comprises a single catchment with one major river system
(the Boyne River) and several tributaries (including Ridler, Degalgil, Marble and Diglum
Creeks).

Page 2 of 2

-4
4
A
—

Gladstone Area
Water Board


mailto:media@gawb.qld.gov.au

