
To continue or start in 
the next quarter

	Ǐ Rehabilitation of pipeline right of way

	Ǐ Pipeline hydrostatic testing  

	Ǐ Installation of the remaining five trenchless pipeline 
crossings under roads or wetland areas

	Ǐ Underground service installation (stormwater, firewater, 
sewer, electrical conduits, compressed air) at Alton Downs 
Water Treatment Plant

	Ǐ Hydrostatic test the Alton Downs 10ML reservoir

	Ǐ Install three submersible pumps at the Fitzroy Intake site; 
the pumps installed are suitable for untreated river water

	Ǐ Installation of concrete panels to form the sides of the 
Aldoga reservoirs, stitch pours to join the panels together 
and in-situ column pours to support the roof

	Ǐ Building works at the Alton Downs Water Treatment 
Plant, including the control building, administration office, 
clarifier, switch room and ancillary buildings

	Ǐ Concrete and building works at the Laurel Bank Intake

	Ǐ Building fit-outs of the control building Laurel Bank Intake

April 2025 

January – March 2025 
Completed activities

	ǒ 116km of pipeline installed, with 103km of 
rehabilitation finalised

	ǒ All concrete panels for the Aldoga reservoirs are 
poured

	ǒ 109 concrete panels installed at Aldoga 
reservoirs, which will form the sides of the two 
reservoirs at Aldoga

	ǒ Concrete panels and stich pours for the 
reservoir at Alton Downs Water Treatment Plant

	ǒ Power connection from Alton Downs Water 
Treatment Plant site to Laurel Bank Intake is 
complete (install only, final connection onsite to 
be completed)

	ǒ Internal concrete works for the pump station, 
and control building concrete slab  at the Fitzroy 
Intake site
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Alton Downs Water 
Treatment Plant: making 
good progress

Local spend

The build and commissioning of the Alton Downs 
Water Treatment Plant continues to make progress, 
with the clarifier wall pours nearing completion. 
Mechanical and electrical crews are preparing for 
the next stage of fit-outs, while the control and 
administration building is progressing well with roof 
installation underway.

At the silt dewatering facility, wall cladding is 
progressing, and teams are preparing for the remaining 
concrete pours and the installation of essential 
processing equipment.

What is a clarifier?

A clarifier at a water treatment plant is a large settling 
tank used to remove suspended solids from water during 
the treatment process. It plays a crucial role in enhancing 
water clarity and quality prior to further filtration and 
disinfection.

How it works

	ȫ Flocculation: before entering the clarifier, chemicals 
are added to the water to cause small particles to 
clump together into larger, heavier particles known 
as floc.

	ȫ Sedimentation: the water flows slowly through the 
clarifier, allowing the floc to settle to the bottom, 
while clearer water moves to the next treatment 
stage.

	ȫ Silt removal: the settled silt is periodically removed 
for further processing or disposal.

	ȫ Effluent collection: the clarified water is collected 
from the top of the tank and directed to the next 
stage of treatment, which may include filtration and 
disinfection.

Types of clarifiers

	ȫ Primary clarifiers – used in initial treatment to 
remove large solids.

	ȫ Secondary clarifiers – used after biological treatment 
to settle remaining particles.

	ȫ Actiflo clarifiers – high-performance clarifiers that 
use microsand to speed up the settling process, 
improving efficiency.

The FGP team 
is dedicated to 
creating a legacy 
in the Central 
Queensland region. 
To achieve this legacy, GAWB and MBJV 
have committed to a local spend target 
of $90 million.

As of the end of March 2025, the target was 
exceeded with more than $135 million spent within 
the Gladstone and Rockhampton regions, and a 
further $214 million spent within Queensland.

       $130M

$187M

Caring for country: 
rehabilitation at Station Creek
waterway crossing
The 117-kilometre water pipeline includes many 
important waterway crossings between the Fitzroy River 
near Rockhampton and Gladstone Area Water Board’s 
existing network at Yarwun.

One of those crossings was Station Creek, where 
our Principal Contractor, McConnell Dowell BMD 
Joint Venture (MBJV), completed trenching and pipe 
installation. The work was timed for the dry season 
to reduce impacts on aquatic species and protect the 
natural ecosystem.

In preparation for the wet season, steps were taken to 
ensure the creek bed and banks were properly stabilised. 
This included: installing jute mesh to prevent soil 
movement applying soil binder to reinforce the banks 
planting native grasses and groundcover species to 
promote vegetation regrowth.

These rehabilitation works were designed to prevent 
erosion, restore the creek’s natural profile, and support 
long-term environmental stability.

Environmental management is a key part of the FGP. 
At every waterway crossing, MBJV applies tailored 
treatments to meet local conditions and deliver 
responsible, sustainable outcomes.

We’re committed to protecting the environment 
throughout construction and beyond.



Laurel Bank Intake: 
moving towards completion

The Laurel Bank Intake is taking shape with key 
structural elements now in place. Backfilling 
around the pump station has been completed, and 
preparations are underway for mechanical  
installations. The control building’s earthing grid is 
being installed, supporting the next phase of electrical 
fit-outs.

With foundational works progressing well, upcoming 
activities will focus on mechanical and electrical 
installations, ensuring the intake station is fully 
equipped to support water transfer operations.

Aldoga 
Reservoirs  
progress 
update
The two Aldoga reservoirs will each 
hold up to 50 megalitres of water, 
providing a combined storage capacity of 
100 megalitres - enough water in each reservoir 
to fill around 20 Olympic-sized swimming pools. 
Once complete, they’ll play a key role in securing a 
reliable water supply for the Gladstone region.

120 precast concrete wall panels have been constructed 
for the reservoirs. These panels form the outer walls of 
each tank.

	ȫ All but two panels have been installed at Tank B. The 
two remaining panels are being held off to allow 
continued access during construction.

	ȫ 42 wall panels have been installed so far at Tank A.

To connect each wall panel securely and create a strong, 
watertight structure, a process known as stitch pouring 
is employed. This involves pouring concrete between the 
joints to ‘stitch’ them together. Across both reservoirs, 
120 stitch pours are needed. So far, 54 stitch pours have 
been completed.

Work is also progressing on the internal support 
columns, which help support the roof of each reservoir. 
These columns are constructed directly on site using 
poured concrete. 46 columns have been completed.

These milestones mark steady progress for the Aldoga 
Reservoirs, which will become vital infrastructure within 
the broader Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline.
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The FGP is more than just a pipeline—it’s a carefully 
engineered system designed to deliver water 
efficiently and reliably to the Gladstone region.

A key part of this system is the network of valves 
installed along the 117-kilometre alignment. These 
valves manage water flow, maintain pressure and 
support safe operations across the entire pipeline.

Here’s a quick guide to the types of valves keeping 
the FGP running smoothly:  
 

Butterfly valves – These valves are used to control 
the flow of water through the pipeline, regulating 
water movement with minimal resistance. 

800mm control valve – This valve is located at the 
connection of the GAWB network at Mount Miller. 
This large valve serves as the master control point 
for regulating water flow through the pipeline. 

DN750 isolation valves – Spaced approximately every 
10 kilometres, these gate valves enable sections of 
the pipeline to be closed off for maintenance or in 
the event of an emergency. 

Scour valves – Positioned every 3 kilometres at low 
points along the pipeline, these valves help remove 
trapped air and assist with water filling, ensuring 
smooth and efficient operation. 

Know your valves: keeping 
water flowing on the Fitzroy 
to Gladstone Pipeline

To help protect and restore the sensitive marine 
environment at the Raglan Creek pipeline crossing, 
native marine grass was carefully collected ahead of 
construction.

In collaboration with Benaraby Junction Nursery, the 
marine grass was collected, separated into individual 
plants, potted, and nurtured by experienced nursery 
staff while works progressed. This proactive approach 
ensured the marine grass could be successfully re-
established once the pipeline was installed.

Thanks to the care and dedication of MBJV and the 
nursery team, the transplant effort has been a success. 
A total of 3,700 plants to help reinstate the area and 
support the long-term health of the Raglan Creek 
ecosystem.

Sustainability in action: 
marine grass transplant at 
Raglan Creek

Air valves – Located at high points every kilometre, 
these valves release air from the pipeline and help 
fill the system during commissioning.

Each valve has a specific job to do—but together, 
they form a critical part of the FGP’s operation. As 
the project moves towards commissioning, these 
components will help deliver a safe, reliable and 
long-term water supply to the region.


