
To continue or start in 
the next quarter

	Ǐ Rehabilitation of pipeline right of way to 
continue 

	Ǐ Pipeline hydrostatic testing to continue 

	Ǐ Installation of the last trenchless pipeline 
crossings 

	Ǐ Underground service installation 
(stormwater, firewater, sewer, electrical 
conduits, compressed air) at Alton Downs 
Water Treatment Plant

	Ǐ Internal fitouts at the Alton Downs Water 
Treatment Plant to continue, including 
the control building, administration office, 
clarifier, switch rooms, maintenance and 
ancillary buildings

	Ǐ Electrical installation works at Laurel Bank 
Intake site

	Ǐ Hydrostatic testing of the two Aldoga 50 
mega litre (ML)reservoirs 

	Ǐ Roof installation Alton Downs 10ML 
reservoir 

	Ǐ Start of roof installation at Aldoga 
Reservoirs.

July 2025 

Work undertaken in 
the past quarter

	ǒ Hydrostatic testing of approximately 
8km of pipeline, the Alton Downs Water 
Treatment Plant 10ML reservoir, and 
the Alton Downs Water Treatment Plant 
clarifier.

	ǒ Installation of three submersible pumps at 
the Fitzroy Intake site; the pumps installed 
are suitable for raw / untreated water.

	ǒ Aldoga Reservoirs completed including, 
all panels in place and stitch pours to join 
the panels together and in-situ column 
pours to support the roof.

Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline 
remains on track for 2026 
completion

The Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline (FGP) continues to 
progress well and remains on track for completion in early 
2026. The project is also within budget.

There have been some inaccurate media reports recently 
about the extension of the development approval for 
the workers accommodation camp and laydown area at 
Gracemere. 

To correct the record, as part of early project planning, the 
principal contractor McConnell Dowell BMD Joint Venture 
(MBJV) applied for a development approval (DA) for a 
temporary workers accommodation camp and laydown area. 
This approval was initially granted through to August 2025 
and has now been extended through to the end of 2025.

This is a routine part of delivering major projects, and GAWB 
acknowledges Rockhampton Regional Council’s ongoing 
support in progressing the extension.

While above-average rainfall in 2024 and the first half of 
2025 did affect some work activities, adjustments to the 
construction schedule have ensured the overall project 
delivery remains on time.
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Installation of pumps at 
the Alton Downs Water 
Treatment Plant

Local spend

A critical part of the Alton Downs Water Treatment Plant 
(WTP) is underway: the installation of three, 12 tonne 
water pumps. 

Each high lift pump weighs the same amount as two 
adult elephants. They were unloaded onto concrete 
bases in June with the help of an overhead gantry crane.  

Spanning five metres in length and standing three 
metres high, the pumps at the Alton Downs Water WTP 
will help process up to 100ML of water per day, pumping 
water from Alton Downs to the Aldoga Reservoirs.  

The pumps and WTP are a key component of the 
FGP. Water is collected from the Fitzroy River via the 
Laurel Bank intake structure.  The water is pumped 
approximately 3km to the WTP via three smaller 
submersible pumps, and then from the WTP to the 
reservoirs at Aldoga.   

 The teams undertook extensive planning to ensure the 
smooth and safe installation of the three water pumps. 
The pumps are enormous; just two pumps operating for 
24 hours can fill 40 Olympic-sized swimming pools. 

GAWB is dedicated 
to creating a legacy 
in the Central 
Queensland region. 
To achieve this 
legacy, GAWB and MBJV have committed 
to a local spend target of $90 million.

As of the end of June 2025, the target was 
exceeded with more than $147 million spent within 
the Gladstone and Rockhampton regions, and a 
further $227 million spent within Queensland.

       $130M

$187M

Aldoga Reservoirs 
structures complete

First water flows into 
FGP as part of testing

Construction of two large-scale water storage reservoir 
structures at Aldoga has now been completed, marking a 
key milestone in the delivery of the region’s future water 
security.

Each reservoir can store 50 ML of water. The completion 
of the structures includes the installation of all wall 
panels, stitch pours to seal the panels together, and 
in-situ concrete pours for the internal columns that will 
support the reservoir roofs.

The completion of structural works signals that the 
project is now ready for the next stage, hydrostatic 
testing, scheduled to commence in July 2025. This 
process involves gradually filling each reservoir with 
water to test for structural integrity and confirm that the 
reservoirs are ready for operation.

The Aldoga Reservoirs will play a critical role in storing 
and supplying water to the Gladstone region. 

Work on the FGP has reached a major milestone, with 
water now flowing through a section of the pipeline 
for the first time as part of testing.

While the pipeline is not yet complete, sections of it are 
now being tested to ensure they are safe and reliable 
before the full system is commissioned in 2026. One of 
the most important tests is called hydrostatic testing, 
which involves filling a section of pipe with water and 
pressurising it to check for leaks or weaknesses.

So far, around eight kilometres of the pipeline have 
undergone this testing phase. This marks a significant 
step forward in the construction program.

Environment  

The FGP runs through a diverse 
range of environments between 
Rockhampton and Gladstone. 
Throughout the construction process, 
protecting wildlife and preserving natural 
habitats have been among our top priorities.

Before any ground is disturbed, trained fauna 
spotter-catchers conduct thorough surveys of the 
area. These experts search for animals that might be 
living in or around construction sites—especially in 
nests, burrows or hollows. If any animals are found, 
they are safely and carefully relocated away from the 
construction site.

This work is vital to protecting local wildlife, and it 
wouldn’t be possible without the dedication of our 
experienced fauna spotter-catchers, local wildlife carers 
and volunteers. These unsung heroes work tirelessly, 
often behind the scenes, to care for injured animals or 
raise orphaned chicks until they are strong enough to be 
released.

One of the more delicate tasks we’ve faced on this 
project has been the rescue of Pardalote chicks. These 
tiny birds often nest in small hollows in sandy soil, which 
means construction activity can unintentionally disturb 
their homes. When a Pardalote nest is found in an active 
work area, licensed carers take in the chicks. These 
chicks require feeding every 30 minutes during daylight 
hours—an enormous commitment that wildlife carers 
take on to give these birds a fighting chance.

It’s just one example of the many ways the FGP team 
is working with community volunteers to ensure that 
construction of this vital water infrastructure project 
also leaves a positive legacy for local fauna.

If you see injured wildlife in your area,  
contact your local wildlife carer or RSPCA on 1300 
ANIMAL (1300 264 625)



 fgpenquiries@gawb.qld.gov.au

 gawb.qld.gov.au

 1800 668 118

Looking out for each other on the FGP

Workers building the FGP have taken part in an 
important mental health awareness program designed 
to help them look out for one another.

The MATES in Construction – General Awareness 
Training is a 45-minute session that gives workers 
practical tools to recognise when someone might be 
struggling and how to offer support. It’s all about 
creating a culture where people feel safe speaking up 
and asking for help.

The training was delivered on site by MATES in 
Construction, a well-respected organisation working 
to improve mental health and prevent suicide in the 
construction industry.

Construction work can be physically and mentally 
demanding. This training ensures everyone on site 
understands their wellbeing matters, and that help is 
always available.

This is one of the ways the pipeline project is 
supporting the local workforce and creating a positive 
legacy in Central Queensland.

During May 2025, GAWB and MBJV facilitated a 
community information session near the northern 
section of the pipeline corridor, at Gracemere 
Shopping World, and at the southern end of the 
pipeline attended the Yarwun and West Stowe 
Community Garage Sale to update the community on 

MATES in Construction – 
General Awareness Training

Community engagement

works to date and future works to be completed. 

In total, there were 46 attendees at the community 
information session and community event. With most 
having some form of interaction/ interest in FGP. The 
broad range of community feedback received provided 
insight into what people value about the FGP. Common 
themes are listed in the following table. 

1.	 General enquiries about the FGP and its alignment, 
construction timeframes/progress and location 
of facilities, flood resilience at the intake site, and 
infrastructure access. 

2.	 Positive feedback about FGP pipeline construction. 

3.	 Positive feedback about FGP being built and 
contribute to water security for Gladstone region. 

4.	 Positive feedback that Government’s investment 
to secure water for the Gladstone region will not 
only ensure continuity of employment within 
current industry but also enable economic 
development and other employment opportunities 
for local constituents.

5.	 Interest in construction methods for:

	ȫ The trenchless crossings under State Roads, 
particularly the ones visible from the highway near 
Yarwun

	ȫ The reservoirs and how they are constructed

	ȫ The pipeline installation from the Fitzroy River to 
Gladstone

6.	 Interest in signing up to receive the quarterly 
newsletter.

7.	 Future information sessions.


