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Water Application Form
A Water Application is the first step in the process to obtaining a Water Supply Contract with Gladstone Area Water Board (GAWB). An entity requesting water supply (Water Seeker) from GAWB will need to complete and submit a Water Application.
Process and anticipated timeline for Water Applications 
GAWB’s process in assessing Water Applications is shown below.
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	Activity
	Description

	Water Applications Submitted
	Water Applications submitted by the closing date in response to GAWB’s general invitation will be treated as being equal in time. 
Applications are invited at any time. Applications submitted outside of the annual Water Application Invitation period will be assessed on an as-submitted timing basis. 

	Water Application Assessment Process
	GAWB to assess and queue Water Applications in accordance with the Queuing Guideline

	Water Supply Proposals to Successful Applicants
	Water Supply Proposals provided to successful applicants where GAWB has sufficient available capacity based on their respective priority order in the queue. GAWB will seek to negotiate a Water Supply Contract with those applicants.

	Water Supply Contract Executed with Successful Applicant
	

	Infrastructure Feasibility and Design
	If required, a funding agreement for infrastructure feasibility and design studies will be issued to successful applicants around the same time as a Water Supply Proposal is provided. The infrastructure feasibility and design studies will commence once the feasibility funding agreement is signed and funding is provided.  

	New Connection Works Agreement Executed
	A New Connection Works Agreement will be negotiated and executed once the infrastructure feasibility and design studies are complete.


Water Application Fee
A Water Seeker submitting a Water Application is required to pay a Water Application Fee of $22,239.06 (ex GST) (2026/27 Price). A Water Application is not considered a valid application until the Water Application Fee is paid.

Capacity Preservation Fee
A Capacity Preservation Fee is payable by a successful applicant for the water GAWB holds for them during the validity period of a Water Supply Proposal (on the basis the water, which is the subject of the Water Supply Proposal, is not available for contracting to other Water Seekers). 
Where a successful applicant enters into a conditional Water Supply Contract, the fee will continue to be payable until such time as the contract becomes unconditional and long-term water supply commences at the ultimate reservation volume. The Capacity Preservation Fee is based on the capacity (volume of water) held for the successful applicant and GAWB’s storage prices applicable at the time.
The Capacity Preservation Fee is set at 25% of the Storage Access Price plus Storage Administration Price.  The Capacity Preservation Fee from 1 July 2026 is as follows:
	
	2026/27 Prices ($/ML)

	Storage Access Price
	$671.85

	Storage Administration Price
	$54.83

	Capacity Preservation Fee (25% of applicable Storage Prices)
	$181.67


The following mechanism applies to the Capacity Preservation Fee:
· Proponent’s project proceeds – the total value of the Capacity Preservation Fee collected from a customer (minus any associated costs incurred by GAWB), will be offset against that customer’s monthly water Storage Charges that will be incurred once their Water Supply Contract commences and is fully operational. This arrangement will apply until the total value of the amount to be offset is utilised at which point, the customer will pay the applicable water charges in full going forward.  
· Proponent does not proceed with project or reduces its reservation – the total value of the Capacity Preservation Fee collected related to the volume released, is not returned to the proponent.  Rather it (minus any associated costs incurred by GAWB e.g. any tax that may be applicable) will be offset against the annual revenue requirement for the next regulatory period, effectively reducing the amount of revenue GAWB can collect in the next regulatory period. Under this arrangement, all customers of GAWB benefit with reduced bulk water prices and GAWB gains no financial benefit.  
Other charges such as delivery fees will apply when water is taken under a Water Supply Contract.  These charges will be advised as part of the Water Proposal process.  An indication of GAWB’s Water Supply Charges and Water Security Charges are available on the Queensland Competition Authority’s website: https://www.qca.org.au/project/urban-bulk-water/gladstone-area-water-board/ 
Engagement with GAWB during the Water Application and assessment process
To ensure the probity of the Water Application submission process, any communications, including any clarifications a Water Seeker may have about the process, are to be emailed to watersupply@gawb.qld.gov.au. 
If GAWB has any clarifications about a Water Application during the assessment period, GAWB will contact the Water Seeker.


Instructions to Water Seekers
Step 0 – Existing GAWB Customers
For an existing GAWB customer requesting an increase in its demand (Customer Water Reservation)[footnoteRef:2], the customer can either: [2:  	As permitted under a Water Supply Contract or GAWB’s Standard Water Supply Terms and Conditions (as applicable).] 

· Complete a Water Application in this form – this approach is recommended for water demand associated with a facility augmentation, where a new connection will be required; or
· Provide information consistent with the information required in this Water Application Form (to the extent applicable to the customer’s request) – this approach is appropriate for an increase in demand from a current facility to align water supply via an existing connection with forecast production.
If a customer is unclear about which approach to take, please provide GAWB with a summary of the likely request via email at watersupply@gawb.qld.gov.au. 

Step 1 – Register Interest with GAWB
If a Water Seeker intends to submit a Water Application, please notify GAWB as soon as possible via email at watersupply@gawb.qld.gov.au and provide the following information:
· Key Water Seeker contact for GAWB to interact with during the Water Application and assessment process including phone number, email and postal address
· To generate execution version/s of a Confidentiality Agreement:
· The entity name/s, ABN/s, addresses and nominated person/s for the Water Seeker or each member of a Water Seeker consortium;
· How the Water Seeker or each member intend to execute the Confidentiality Agreement e.g. s127 of the Corporations Act (Cth), power of attorney, authorised representative etc
· Sufficient details of the project to identify the project / facility requiring water supply, including what it is, proposed location of it, who is developing it etc.

Step 2 – Water Application Fee
[bookmark: _Hlk138850561]The Water Application Fee must be paid before a Water Application can be accepted by GAWB. To enable an invoice for this fee to be provided to the Water Seeker, GAWB will provide the Water Seeker with GAWB’s Customer Request Form. The Customer Request Form should be completed and returned to GAWB as soon as possible at watersupply@gawb.qld.gov.au.
Once this information is received, GAWB will send an invoice to the Water Seeker for payment.
A Water Seeker should consider its own payment and approval processes to ensure the Water Application Fee can be paid before the Water Application is submitted. To assist, GAWB’s business entity information will be provided with GAWB’s Customer Request Form.
Step 3 – Confidentiality Agreement
GAWB recognises the confidential nature of some of the information being sought in a Water Application and that confidential information will be exchanged as the Water Application and assessment process progresses. As such, a Water Seeker or (where the Water Seeker is a consortium) each member of the Water Seeker consortium will need to execute a mutual confidentiality agreement (Confidentiality Agreement) with GAWB prior to the Water Application being submitted. The information sought in Step 1 above will be used to generate an execution version/s of the Confidentiality Agreement, using GAWB’s standard form mutual confidentiality agreement.

Step 4 – Submit Water Application
To complete and submit a Water Application, a Water Seeker will need to copy the following pages of this Water Application Form onto the Water Seeker’s letterhead with the requested information provided.
Only one Water Application should be submitted for each project, with Part C of this form (see below) completed for each separate location or phase / stage of the project. GAWB considers that if a separate Final Investment Decision is required for a phase / stage of a project, then that is a separate phase / stage of the project.



PART A – WATER APPLICATION ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, CONSENTS AND CONFIRMATIONS

Mr Darren Barlow, Chief Executive Officer
Gladstone Area Water Board
136 Goondoon St
Gladstone  QLD 4680

Dear Sir
COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE
[Insert name of Water Seeker] (the Applicant):
(a) seeks water from Gladstone Area Water Board (GAWB) for its project as outlined in this Application (Project);
(b) confirms that (despite any prior agreement with GAWB to the contrary) all information provided in this Application is complete, adequate and accurate based on the current stage of project development, and supersedes and replaces any prior information provided to GAWB; 
(c) acknowledges that (despite any prior agreement with GAWB to the contrary) GAWB will be assessing this Application and offering a Water Supply Proposal to successful applicants relying on the accuracy, adequacy and completeness of the information provided in this Application, and any Water Supply Contract entered into with GAWB will include acknowledgements, confirmations and/or warranties to this effect;
(d) consents to GAWB engaging with and disclosing information to Queensland Government Departments and other Government entities to the extent necessary to confirm or clarify any information provided in this Application, including disclosing such information as is required to the Departments and other entities for that purpose (for example, engagement with The Coordinator‑General or Economic Development Queensland to confirm land status where that entity is the landowner);
(e) confirms the Water Application Fee has been paid to GAWB;
(f) acknowledges that if a Water Supply Proposal is provided to the Applicant, the Applicant may be required to pay a capacity preservation fee as well as other fees and charges for associated GAWB costs;
(g) acknowledges that no water/capacity has been reserved for the Applicant nor does the Applicant have an entitlement to any water/capacity; and
(h) acknowledges GAWB does not reserve water/capacity until a Water Supply Contract is in place.

Name
Title
Company
Signature
Date

PART B – WATER APPLICATION INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS – PROJECT STATUS 
Applicants should submit the following information to enable GAWB to evaluate the status of their project requiring water supply. Maximum one page response per item (B1, B2 etc)
Please provide as detailed and complete a response as possible to enable GAWB to understand the status of the Applicant’s project. The content included in the response will be used to assess the anticipated timeline and levels of certainty of the project progressing to construction, commissioning and operation.  The content must be true, complete and accurate, based on the Applicant's knowledge at the time of submitting the Water Application.

Project Overview
B1 Project Description – A description of the project that the Water Application is related to. This should include the nature of the facility, capacity, total anticipated capital cost (with level of accuracy), planned staging, domestic or export focus, and rationale for the project.

B2 Project Timeline and Staging – A summary of the expected staging of the project, including feasibility, FEED, construction, commissioning and operational stages, and any Final Investment Decision dates.
Where a range of stages of development are anticipated (e.g. Pilot Plant, interim and ultimate stages) provide details of the expected independent timelines and dates for each stage. The project timeline information and staging dates are to be provided to at least a quarter of a calendar year (preference for month).
The project timeline and staging information included in the Water Application should include the following:
· Project feasibility study complete
· Approval to proceed to FEED
· FEED completion
· Final Investment Decision / FID (and any major conditions required for FID beyond successful FEED completion)
· Facility land tenure unconditional
· Facility planning and other governmental approvals lodged (inclusive of supporting infrastructure, such as export pipelines)
· Facility environmental approvals lodged (inclusive of supporting infrastructure, such as export pipelines)
· Detailed Design commencement and completion dates
· Construction commencement
· Completion of facility construction
· Commencement of commissioning
· Completion of commissioning
· First product delivery date 
· Full ramp up of facility complete (Facility / Stage of facility achieving nameplate capacity)

B3 Project Sponsors – A complete list of all project consortium members involved in developing the project, their roles, involvement to date and a description of any consortium, joint venture, partnership or similar agreements that have been executed.  

B4 Water Supply Contact – Contracting Party – Identify:
· The legal entity that would be the counterparty to a Water Supply Contract. Where there are different entities for different sites, this is be identified.
· If the legal entity has not been established but would be before a Water Supply Contract would be signed, outline the proposed structure (e.g. company, unincorporated joint venture, trust, partnership etc.), shareholders/participants and holdings/interest etc as well as timelines for establishing the entity.
· If a different entity is proposed to initially enter into the Water Supply Contract (i.e. before the long term entity is established), provide details of corporate structure and the interim entity, e.g. company name and ABN, and timeline for novation or transfer of the Water Supply Contract to the subsequent long term counterparty.
· If any proposed counterparty to a Water Supply Contract is a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) type entity, outline shareholders, shareholdings or other commercial arrangements of project consortium members.  
Notes:  GAWB may require parent company support or other security for an entity proposed to enter into a Water Supply Contract. GAWB will assess the financial position of the Applicant and parent company. GAWB may also require entities jointly entering into a Water Supply Contract (e.g. as part of an unincorporated joint venture) to be jointly and severally liable for their obligations.

Project Planning
B5 Project Development Status – A description of the current status of the development of the project (e.g. prefeasibility, FEED, construction etc). Value expended to date in undertaking studies and budget approved for future stages of studies and sources of funding.

B6 Approvals Status – A description of the current status of governmental approvals, planning approvals (including environmental impact statements (EIS), impact assessment report (IAR) and material change of use (MCU) development applications) required for the project, including the anticipated timing for any applications not yet made. Outline the approach to approvals if these are being separated by project stage, phase or component, and how these align with the Project Timelines requested in Item B2 above.


B7 Land – Identify the site(s) identified for the development of the project. Outline the current status of tenure for the site(s), and if not owned by the Applicant, the current owner and proposed pathway to the Applicant gaining tenure over the site including any conditions needing to be satisfied. If a site has not been identified, identify the locations (to a street address or locality within Gladstone) being considered.

B8 Renewable Energy – A description of approach to securing renewable energy supply for project. This must be completed for green hydrogen and green chemical manufacturing projects.

B9 Construction delivery and long lead item procurement – Outline the status of procurement for construction delivery and any long lead time item procurement.

Commercial and Third Party 
B10 Customers/Off-Take Agreements – A description of confirmed or potential customers for the product, nature of commercial arrangements at this time. Advise if any customer agreements have been executed, with details regarding exclusivity, timing, conditions on the arrangement (i.e. off-take agreements) or other applicable information. 
Note:  GAWB is not seeking information on pricing details of any customer arrangements.

B11 Offtaker Related Projects – Identify if any Gladstone based offtakers are completing capital works or related projects, particularly where these offtakers may require additional water from GAWB to enable the arrangement to proceed. 

B12 Financing Strategy – Outline the approach to financing the project. Identify:
· If the project is seeking Government funding, identify whether Queensland, Australian or international Government funding, the type (government initiative). 
· For all financing, outline the level of funding being sought, the timelines for resolution of securing and accessing funding (including any deadlines for production commencement). 
· Where the project is being privately funded, identify the anticipated mix of equity and debt contributions, and the anticipated sources of such equity and debt funding. 
The Applicant will need to demonstrate how it will have the financial capacity to meet its payment obligations under a Water Supply Contract (if entered into) or other agreement with GAWB (for example, a New Connection Works Agreement).  

B13 Other Third Party Infrastructure – Provide a summary of the status of the availability of other required key inputs for the project (e.g. power supply, port access etc)


Community and Stakeholder

B14 Community and Stakeholder Engagement – Outline approach to engagement with the community and Government for the project.

B15 Benefits of Project – Outline forecast economic benefits and employment in the greater Gladstone region as a result of the project.  Outline other public benefits of the project, such as supporting energy transition or other Government priorities.

B16 Native Title and Cultural Heritage – Provide a summary of the approach to Native Title and Cultural Heritage for the project (including the nature of any agreements that exist or are to be negotiated).



PART C – WATER APPLICATION INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS – REQUESTED WATER SUPPLY CONNECTION DETAILS

[This part is to be copied for each location and each type of water supply. If different connections are anticipated for different phases/stages of the project, please outline them separately.]

Permanent Water Supply

	Water Supply Connection Details

	Water supply required: 
	Raw / Treated
	

	Connection type 
	Permanent /Temporary
	

	Location of site:
	
	[Provide attachment with site marked on a map]

	Lot / Registered Plan Number:
	
	

	Nearest accessible road – street address
	
	

	Locality
	
	

	GPS Coordinates (in MGA 94)
	Northing:
	

	
	Easting:
	

	Date permanent connection required:
	Month and Year
	This date should align with the commencement of commissioning of the production facility. This excludes hydrostatic testing of tanks, or any other construction activities.

	Period for which water is sought:
	Years from Commissioning Completion
	

	Permanent water supply use: (e.g. feed for demineralised water, other process water, fire water, cooling water etc)
	
	







	Volume of Water Required (ML/a)

	FY26/27
	

	FY27/28
	

	FY28/29
	

	FY29/30
	

	FY30/31
	

	FY31/32
	

	FY32/33
	

	FY33/34
	

	FY34/35
	

	FY35/36
	

	
	[Add additional rows until water volume required has reached steady state]



Permanent Onsite Storage
	Onsite Storage

	Onsite storage capacity for process water:

	ML:
	This is not to include fire water tanks that must be kept full for fire response.


	Indicative location of on-site storage
	
	[Provide attachment with tank marked on a map]

	GPS Coordinates (in MGA 94)
	Northing:
	

	
	Easting:
	










Variation in Demand
	 Variation in Demand

	Is the water demand likely to be generally steady from day to day?
	
	

	If no, how does water demand vary from day to day, week to week, month to month?
	
	

	If engineering has progressed sufficiently:
	
	

	Average flow: (ML)
	Daily:
	

	
	Weekly:
	

	
	Monthly:
	

	
	Annual: 
	

	Desired peak supply flow: (L/sec)
	Instantaneous:
	

	Desired peak supply flow (ML/d)
	Daily:
	



Construction and Commissioning Water
Outline construction and commissioning water requirements from the commencement of construction through to commissioning and prior to permanent operation.
Note: GAWB typically does not have a permanent connection available during construction. Water for construction or commissioning activities may need to be sourced from an established standpipe or other source.
	Water Supply Timing – Construction and Commissioning 

	Date of construction commencement
	Month and Year
	

	Period for which construction water is sought:
	Month Year to Month Year
	

	Date of commissioning commencement:
	Month and Year
	

	Period for which commissioning water is sought:
	Month Year to Month Year
	






For construction and commissioning water requirements, the following is to be provided:
· Desired peak supply flow: in L/sec
· Desired peak supply flow: in ML/d
	Volume of Water Required

	Year
	Construction
	Commissioning

	FY26/27
	

	

	FY27/28
	

	

	FY28/29
	

	

	FY29/30
	

	

	FY30/31
	

	

	
	[Add additional rows if time period if beyond this date]



Pipeline Routes
	Pipeline Routes

	Has any planning been undertaken for water pipeline routes, including any easements?  
	
	Provide plans or figures showing pipeline routes and easements 
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